The first and most important symptom of an aneurism is the presence of a tumonr over and fixed to an artery. The recognition of a tumour is the first essential step in the diagnosis, and must never be omitted. It is necessary to lay stress upon this point, because inattention to it is the most,frequent cause of mistakes in diagnosis. It is more common for an aneurism to be diagnosed when none is present than for the converse error to be made, the Of much less diagn9stic value is the bruit that is usually audible over an aneurism; when most characteristic it is systolic in time, blowing in character, and equally audible all over the tumour. It is never modified in character or intensity by the direction or degree of pressure of ithe end of the stethoscop'e, and this fact is of real importance, for it serves to distinguish the aneurismal bruit produced in the aneurism by the flow of blood into the sac, from the bruit caused by narrowing of an artery from the pressure of a tumour adjacent to it. The bruit, however, may be diastolic as well as systolic, and harsh, rasping, buzzing, or musical in character; again, in some cases, it is absent altogether. The thrill which, is often, but not always, felt over an aneurism, is of still less diagnostic value; it is caused by the rush of blood from the artery into the sac, and sometimes probably, by the flow of blood over coagula within the sac.

